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Curator's Statement

Love the Stranger is an archival exhibition that shares the story of  Jewish
Immigrant Aid Services (JIAS). This year JIAS is celebrating their one hundredth
anniversary of welcoming immigrants to Canada. This exhibit collects stories
from people involved with JIAS, either as staff or as immigrants. Often,
immigrants who were aided by JIAS went on to work with and support the
organization to help future immigrants. These stories are the small personal
notes which make up an institutional history. My hope is that this exhibit helps to
personalize immigration stories and pass them along to new generations,
inspiring people to get involved with JIAS and other organizations within their
own communities.

Exhibition curated by Avi Margolis, curatorial intern, Ontario Jewish Archives. 

“Love the stranger among you, because you were once
strangers in Egypt” 
       -Lev. 19:34



1922
When JIAS first opened its doors in 1922, the
world was a very different place. There was
no internet, and telephones were a new and
rare technology. People who immigrated
could easily lose contact with friends and
relatives back home. JIAS’s early work
focused on overcoming these challenges in
addition to helping immigrants get to
Canada despite quota limitations.



Section 38 of Canada’s 1919 Immigration Act. The governor may prohibit or limit the entry of any “immigrants
[who] are deemed unsuitable.”  This was used to enforce limited quotas of how many Jews could immigrate to
Canada. Ontario Jewish Archives.



1923

One of JIAS’s first missions was
supporting the immigration of five
thousand Jewish refugees from
Ukraine. At the time, famine,
pogroms, and Soviet conquest
threatened Jewish life in Ukraine. 



Ukrainian war orphans  brought to Toronto by Lillian Freiman and Rebecca Kamarner.  Ontario Jewish Archives.



When the Great Depression hit, Canada
tightened its immigration restrictions,
resulting in a massive decline in eligible
cases. The door was closed to Jews seeking
refuge from persecution at the hands of the
Nazis. This included more than 900 Jewish
passengers of the MS St. Louis, who were
refused entry and forced to return to Europe.
Approximately one third of  these returning
refugees were murdered in the Holocaust.

1930–1945



Certificate of Identity issued to Frieda Traub
and her children, Ronald  (b. 1941) and 
Victoria (1945-2022).  Ontario Jewish Archives.

After years of lobbying by JIAS and
the Canadian Jewish Congress, a
boom in immigration saw the arrival
of Holocaust survivors, many of
whom arrived at Pier 21 in Halifax
and made their way to all parts of
Canada. 

The Canadian Jewish community is
shaped by approximately 40,000
Holocaust survivors who resettled
across the country after the war. 

1947–1952



Jewish immigrants on board the General Sturgis (Halifax, NS), 6 Feb. 1948. Ontario Jewish Archives.



Map to JIAS offices, used to direct immigrants brought to Canada by the Tailor Project  in 1948. Ontario Jewish Archives.



The nickname “Mr. JIAS” has belonged to two
men in the organization’s history. The first
was Jack Shindman, who began working with
HIAS while he was waiting to immigrate,
helping other immigrants obtain the
documents and information they needed.
After arriving in Canada in 1923, Shindman
joined JIAS and eventually became president.
Today, JIAS offers a scholarship in
Shindman’s name for new immigrants
pursuing postsecondary education.

Jack Shindman



Tobie Taback

Tobie Taback began as a secretary at JIAS in
1935 with a salary of $10 per week. She
would go on to work at JIAS for almost fifty
years. For Taback, immigrant aid was about
providing a human and humane touch. She
gave every immigrant her personal
attention by “looking after him from A–Z.”



1957
In 1957, JIAS encountered its first
major wave of Jews arriving as
immigrants rather than refugees. A
year prior, Morocco had gained its
independence, and political
uncertainty combined with rising
antisemitism led many Jews to
emigrate. Since many Moroccans
were fluent in French, a number
chose to immigrate to Canada.



JIAS House

A communal house
for new immigrants in
Montreal was one of
the ways JIAS 
 supported North
African Jews. 

JIAS News, 1958, Ontario Jewish Archives.



The second Mr. JIAS was Maurice Benzacar, one
of the first Moroccan Jews to arrive in Canada.
Upon arrival, he felt disconnected from the
Ashkenazi Jewish community of Toronto. “We
were regarded as outsiders even among our own
Jewish community. As Sephardim, we didn’t
speak Yiddish, didn’t cook with chicken
schmaltz, and prayed with very different
melodies.” Benzacar later helped lead JIAS’s
efforts to welcome and integrate Moroccan Jews
into the wider Jewish community and became
JIAS’s director of settlement for almost thirty
years.

Maurice Benzacar



This article from the Toronto
Star shows some of the harmful
and false stereotypes Canadians
believed about Moroccan
immigrants. Many were
actually skilled professionals
who had lived in cities their
whole lives. Louis Poch, who is
quoted in the article, later wrote
to the Star criticizing them for
using his words alongside
inaccurate stereotypes.

Toronto Daily Star newspaper clipping, 5 May, 1962, p.
54. Ontario Jewish Archives.



A property in Morocco designed by Jaime Levy-Bencheton, a Moroccan-born Jew who immigrated to Canada in 1963. He
went on to work as an architect for Ontario's Department of Public Works. Ontario Jewish Archives.



Joseph family being welcomed to JIAS offices by Maurice Benzacar in 1968 after emigrating from India. 
Ontario Jewish Archives.



Elena Aleinikov was born in the former
Soviet Union and immigrated to Canada in
1975 with her husband and daughter. At that
time, emigration attempts made you an
enemy of the state. Aleinikov and her
husband were scared to immigrate, but JIAS
helped them feel safe and welcomed in
Canada. Aleinikov would go on to volunteer
with JIAS for twenty-five years, serving two
terms as a chair of the board at a time when
Soviet and post-Soviet Jewish immigration
reached an all-time high, changing the face
of Canada's Jewish community.

Elena Aleinikov



Operation Lifeline Founder and Executive Director
Howard Adelman, President Elaine Slater, Director
Murray Koffler, and Director Dr. Joseph Wong. Murray
and Marvelle Koffler Fonds 127. Ontario Jewish Archives.

In 1979, Canada created the
Private Sponsorship of
Refugees Program. Operation
Lifeline, begun by Jewish
Canadian Howard Adelman,
allowed Canadians to privately
sponsor 60,000 refugees from
Vietnam. Sponsorship was led
by synagogues, temples, and
churches along with
immigrant-aid groups like JIAS.

1979



Ethiopian Jews provided with food and medicine by the Jewish Agency while waiting to immigrate to Israel. Many have
since immigrated around the world, including to Canada. Ontario Jewish Archives.



Many Jews began leaving apartheid South
Africa after the violence of the 1976 Soweto
Riots. Colin Baskind immigrated to Canada
in 1987 with his wife, Brenda, and their
three children. Baskind volunteers with
JIAS and became involved with the South
African Jewish Association of Canada
(SAJAC), where he is currently president. 

Colin Baskind



2015
When JIAS became a Sponsorship Agreement
Holder in 2014, they never expected to face
one of the largest refugee crises of the modern
age. In 2015, Canada opened its doors to 25,000
Syrian refugees with one catch: they would
need private sponsors. Many people wanted to
help but didn’t know how. JIAS began receiving
appeals for help from refugees around the
world and offers to help from within and
outside the Jewish community. 



Thanaa Sarif emigrated from Syria over thirty
years ago, but her parents and sisters still lived
there. In 2015, Sarif’s brother-in-law and his
family were killed in their home. The family
could not stay in Syria, but Sarif could not
support all three of her sisters and their families
on her own. She reached out to JIAS for help, and
they delivered with the help of multiple sponsors.
The couple was extremely grateful for this
support, and Amyn Sarif is now a member of the
JIAS board. 

Thannaa Sarif

Photo courtesy of JIAS



2022
Today, immigrants are again fleeing war in
Ukraine. JIAS helps meet their needs by
organizing welcome circles of volunteers who
assist with day-to-day tasks. With support from
Airbnb, JIAS is offering free thirty-day stays for
Ukrainians who have nowhere to stay when
they arrive in the country.  JIAS continues to
work with long-standing partner agencies in
our community to welcome, support, and
integrate these vulnerable newcomers.



A Ukrainian child. Many parents are sending their children off alone in the hopes that they can find safety. 
Photo courtesy of JIAS.



100 Years of Service

Compare these historic and
modern JIAS photos. What looks
different? What is still the same?



Ontario Jewish Archives.                                                                                                                                               JumpStart Speed Mentoring session. Photo courtesy of JIAS.  

JIAS caseworker speaks with
newcomer, 1950. Volunteers
from UJA Women’s Philanthropy
mentoring newcomers, 2017.



JIAS citizenship school, 1964.
Language Instruction for
Newcomers to Canada, 2017.

Ontario Jewish Archives.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                          Photo courtesy of JIAS.  



First Hannukah in Canada,
1970s and 2014.

Hannukah party hosted by National Council of Jewish Women –
Toronto Section. Photo courtesy of JIAS.

 Three boys at a Hannukah party. Ontario Jewish Archives.



Providing Aid Today

Today, JIAS’s mission is to welcome, support, and
integrate new immigrants and refugees to build a
vibrant Jewish community and a strong, inclusive

Canada that values all newcomers.

Photo courtesy of JIAS.



LOVE THE
STRANGER

1 0 0  Y E A R S  O F  J I A S

Exhibition curated by Avi Margolis, 
curatorial intern, Ontario Jewish Archives


